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Summary Report: Survey for Parents of Students who are denied a Full Day at School

Under the BC School Act every child in our province, regardless of ability, has the right to receive access to a
fully funded public education. However, BCCPAC has heard from hundreds of parents of children with special
needs who are not allowed to attend school full time. For three weeks this fall, we conducted a province wide
survey to gain a better understanding of how widespread this problem is in B.C. schools.
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Also, a significant number of children with more complex needs are sent home because of behavioural
incidents at school. In our survey, 348 parents said that their special needs children were sent home due to
behavioural problems, with 112 families indicating that this happened ten or more times during the school
year. Often these exclusions from school, which amount to undocumented suspensions due to disability, can
continue for days or weeks.

The BCCPAC survey results indicate that the concerns expressed by many families that their children with
special needs are being denied their right to equitably access a full day of school are significant and systemic,
resulting in hundreds of the most vulnerable students being denied many hours of education every year.

The comments left by survey respondents describe the tremendous strain this puts on many families with
special needs children. Students who are regularly denied attendance at school often struggle from serious
anxiety and a decrease in self esteem as they fall further behind academically and are denied much needed
opportunities to socialize with their peers. Their parents suffer from the stress of continually having to
advocate for their children to receive their fundamental right to an education, as is the right of all children in
B.C. In many cases, one parent is required to cut back the number of hours they work, or quit their job
entirely, to be “on call” to pick their child up early from school or keep them home, thus putting financial
strain on the family as well.

All students, regardless of ability, have the right to an education. BCCPAC will continue to advocate for
adequate and appropriate resources and support in each classroom in order to ensure that all students can be
successful at school and achieve their full academic potential.
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